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Foundational Concepts:

Engagement in Family-School Collaboration Process:  

A “Systems” approach
In studying the field of family-school collaboration it is not uncommon to find considerable overlap in use of terms and definitions for working with families. There can be confusion between ideas such as:  


Family – School connections


Family – School Partnerships


Family Involvement


Parent Participation


Family – School Collaboration


Family – School Consultation


Community- School Connections

Thus the concept of family school collaboration is defined best when expressed as a “system” for effective communication and partnering with families in order to achieve specific outcome goals for the children/students which are shared by both school personnel and the families.  This “system is expressed as follows:
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